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Keys stories for your region

Julianne Hill, RCSN western 
region coordinator
Well after a long and protracted harvest, I hope you managed to get 
some downtime before the season starts to get busy again. There has 
been lots of backloading of lime; shearing is underway; some have done 
some strategic ripping; and budgets are getting sorted out. I am looking 
forward to another season with hopefully fewer bumps - didn’t 2018 
throw some curly ones! 

If you happen to be near Busselton or Dongara for a break before 
February, we invite you to come along to one of our ‘Summer Sesh’ 
Open Forums, to have a say on how your levies are spent. These very 
informal events are a first for GRDC and will be held on January 23 at 
Dongara and January 25 at Busselton. For further information, please 
visit the WA RCSN website. All growers and agribusiness representatives 
welcome!

In the meantime, for a refresher about the activities and purpose of the WA RCSN initiative, please see the 
video below - one in a new series of GRDC videos you can subscribe to on the GRDC YouTube channel. New 
GRDC podcasts are also available here.

You can contact me for news and information about the western region RCSNs - Julianne Hill: 0447 261 6077, 
email, or Twitter. 

http://www.rcsn.net.au/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2PndQdkNRHEvIaf-PUIWpsd9gTeoBRiY&disable_polymer=true
https://grdc.com.au/news-and-media/audio
mailto:regionalcroppingsolutions%40gmail.com%3B%20subscribers%40grdc.com.au?subject=RE%3A%20GRDC%20RCSN%20Enquiry
https://twitter.com/Julianne_Hill
http://www.grdc.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LwbleVyCv3w&t=0s


 Around the RCSN Port Zones

Esperance Port Zone: More profitable 
break crops focus of research
Having access to more profitable, locally adapted break crop options 
remains a priority for growers in the Esperance port zone, and more 
broadly in the WA grainbelt.

Esperance growers may be interested in preliminary results from 2018 
trials conducted as part of the GRDC and Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) co-invested Tactical 
Break Crop Agronomy Project.

According to DPIRD senior research officer Mark Seymour, hybrid 
triazine tolerant (TT) canola produced higher yields in these trials than 
the open pollinated variety ATR Bonito    at Grass Patch and Merredin. 
For Grass Patch, this was the first time that hybrids had outperformed 
ATR Bonito   .

Oil percentages and gross margins are yet to be determined - Mark says these sometimes negatively impact on 
the performance of hybrid canola varieties in lower rainfall environments.

He says the hybrid varieties were responding to higher seeding rates, particularly at Grass Patch where conditions 
were dry for an extended period after seeding in 2018.

In lentil trials, yields were very good from end-of-April sown experiments at Mingenew, Merredin and Dalwallinu.

The new imidazoline tolerant lentil variety released in 2018, PBA Hallmark XT   , performed well at Mingenew and 
Dalwallinu.

Mark will present results from the trials at the South East Premium Wheat Growers Association (SEPWA) harvest 
review on February 15, and at the GRDC Grains Research Update, Perth (February 25 and 26). A lentil morning, 
hosted by SEPWA, the Pulse Association of the South East (PASE) and DPIRD, will be held for consultants and 
growers on February 22, at the Esperance Bay Yacht Club. 

The Tactical Break Crop Agronomy Project is complemented by a RCSN-initiated project ‘Legume crops for 
reliable profitability in the western region’, led in the Esperance port zone by grower group SEPWA. This RCSN-
initiated work has been replicated in other port zones.

This local project, which is delivering workshops and has established demonstration sites, aims to increase grower 
access to agronomy packages and whole farm modelling tools for their own farms - to determine if particular 
legumes are profitable in their system.

GRDC Project Code: DAW00227, SEP1803-005SAX

More information: Mark Seymour, DPIRD, (08) 9083 1111, mark.seymour@dpird.wa.gov.au

Caption: In lentil trials, yields were very good from end-of-April sown experiments at Mingenew, Merredin and 
Dalwallinu. Photo by GRDC.

 

Kwinana West port zone: 
Members updated on grain 
quality and markets
Kwinana West RCSN members often raise grain 
quality as an issue of particular interest to growers 
in the region. The Australian Export Grains 
Innovation Centre (AEGIC) exists to increase 
value in the Australian grains industry by ensuring 
Australian grain meets the needs of customers and 
end-users, and was established in 2012 by the 
GRDC and the Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development (DPIRD).

mailto:mark.seymour%40dpird.wa.gov.au%3B%20subscribers%40grdc.com.au?subject=RE%3A%20GRDC%20RCSN%20Enquiry


 
AEGIC chief executive officer Richard Simonaitis, who has broad experience in export-focused commodities 
industries, will address the Kwinana West and Esperance RCSN groups when they have a combined meeting at 
Sorrento on February 27.

Richard will talk with these RCSN members about any developing markets - in terms of both commodity types and/
or new market destinations - and whether there are any future market options for low protein wheats.

AEGIC increases value in the Australian grains industry by raising awareness of grain quality requirements and 
market opportunities in Australia’s grain markets, to help ensure we continue to breed, grow, classify and supply 
grain that markets prefer. More information is available here. 

GRDC Project code:  AEG00002#3

More information: Julianne Hill, RCSN coordinator, 0447 261 607, regionalcroppingsolutions@gmail.com

Caption:  Australian Export Grains Innovation Centre (AEGIC) increases value in the Australian grains industry.

 

Albany port zone: Study tour to 
Victoria and Tasmania
Albany RCSN members will gain a different perspective of 
issues that are high priorities for local growers when they 
embark on a study tour through Victoria and Tasmania from 
February 5 to 9.

They are using their own money to contribute to the cost 
of this tour that include visits to farms, agricultural facilities 
and trial sites, including the GRDC’s Hyper Yielding Cereals 
Project field research site at Hagley, in Tasmania.

RCSN members have been tasked with communicating what they have learned to growers and industry 
representatives, upon their return to WA. 

Specifically, agronomic issues on the agenda include acidity mapping and amelioration, precision agriculture, 
nutrition, deep placement of organic material and lime, waterlogging, and hyper yielding cereals.

More information: Julianne Hill, RCSN coordinator, 0447 261 607, regionalcroppingsolutions@gmail.com

Caption:  The GRDC Hyper Yielding Cereals field research site at Hagley, Tasmania, is one of the sites that will 
be visited by Albany RCSN members during a study tour in Victoria and Tasmania in February. Photo by FAR.

 

Geraldton port zone: 
Practical summer weed 
workshops
Growers and industry representatives are 
encouraged to attend summer weed workshops 
being held in the WA grainbelt, starting from 
February 2019. 

The first of these workshops will be held in 
Mingenew on February 5, and further dates and 
locations are available here. 

These events have been initiated as a result of GRDC RCSN groups highlighting summer weed control as a 
priority issue for grain growers.

https://www.aegic.org.au/
mailto:regionalcroppingsolutions%40gmail.com%3B%20subscribers%40grdc.com.au?subject=RE%3A%20GRDC%20RCSN%20Enquiry
mailto:regionalcroppingsolutions%40gmail.com%3B%20subscribers%40grdc.com.au?subject=RE%3A%20GRDC%20RCSN%20Enquiry
https://grdc.com.au/events/list?query=!allitems&personal=false&form=listing&collection=grdc-multi&profile=eventsupcoming&smeta_error_not=found&sort=adate&f.Region%7Csregion=West


Andrew Storrie, of AGRONOMO, is organising the events, with assistance from Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) weeds researchers, as well as local grower groups.

Growers will have the opportunity to identify weeds that are at an early stage of development, using live 
specimens, and will be shown identification short cuts and tools.

Andrew will address how to get effective control of summer weeds using 2,4-D, under the new regulations 
relating to this herbicide. 

A local grower using innovative weed management practices will be present at some of the events to discuss 
their approach.

GRDC Project Code:  ARN1811-001WSX

More information:  Andrew Storrie, AGRONOMO, 0428 423 577

Caption: Melon weeds in paddocks can deplete stored soil water and create problems at seeding time. Photo 
by AGRONOMO.

Kwinana East: Not too late to 
have weed seeds tested
For their next meeting in early February, Kwinana 
East RCSN members will visit the Australian Herbicide 
Resistance Initiative (AHRI), based at The University 
of WA (UWA).

AHRI is recognised internationally for its innovative 
work into herbicide resistance and its resultant 
management in cropping systems, and has significant 
investment from the GRDC, including $1 million in a 
new crop and weed agronomy laboratory at UWA. 

RCSN members will be updated by AHRI researcher Mechelle Owen about the status of herbicide resistance 
in the WA grainbelt, and hear from researcher Roberto Busi who, together with his team, is developing a test 
kit for the rapid detection of herbicide resistance. The kit, which is still being evaluated, is expected to be able 
to discriminate between herbicide susceptible and resistant weeds in less than seven days. It is conducted in 
small containers containing agar, with a calibrated concentration of herbicide. GRDC is investing $152,000 in the 
technology over two years.

Roberto will also talk about outcomes from an RCSN-initiated project he is leading in the Kwinana West zone, 
aimed at demonstrating the value of growers testing for herbicide resistance in major weeds on their farms.

This project is looking at the herbicide resistance status of weeds on ‘focus farms’ and agronomic practices that 
can help growers deal with resistance issues.

WA RCSN coordinator Julianne Hill reminds WA grainbelt growers that, while it is often most convenient for 
growers to collect winter weed seeds for herbicide resistance testing prior to harvest, it is not too late to do so now 
- ahead of the 2019 cropping season.

Weed seed resistance testing services are available via Plant Science Consulting, Adelaide, and Charles Sturt 
University. Results from testing will help inform growers’ integrated weed management strategies for 2019 and 
beyond. More information about herbicide resistance testing of weed seeds, and contact details for these testing 
services, is available here.

GRDC Project Numbers: UWA00171, UCS00024, UWA1807-001AWX, UWA1803-004SAX

More information: Julianne Hill, RCSN coordinator, 0447 261 607, regionalcroppingsolutions@gmail.com

Caption: It is not too late to test seeds of winter weeds, such as annual ryegrass, pictured, for herbicide 
resistance. Photo by GRDC.

https://grdc.com.au/news-and-media/news-and-media-releases/west/2018/10/time-right-to-conduct-resistance-testing
mailto:regionalcroppingsolutions%40gmail.com%3B%20subscribers%40grdc.com.au?subject=RE%3A%20GRDC%20RCSN%20Enquiry


Keep an eye out for...
 

For a list of all Western Events, click here.
For GrowNotes™ - your one-stop shop for trial results and best practice recommendations, click here.
For GrowNotes™ Alert click here.
For GRDC publications for the Western Region click here.
To subscribe to the GRDC to the GRDC YouTube Channel, click here.
To subscribe to GRDC Podcasts, click here.

For more information about the RCSNs in the western region, contact  
Julianne Hill, RCSN western coordinator 
0447 261 607  
regionalcroppingsolutions@gmail.com 
www.rcsn.net.au 
@Julianne_Hill 
PO Box 89, Brunswick, WA 6224, Australia
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PO Box 5367  KINGSTON ACT 2604  AUSTRALIA
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