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Keys stories for your region

Julianne Hill, RCSN western  
region coordinator

It’s been a busy few weeks around the State with a number of 
events, field days and updates being held. Most have been really well 
attended and well received.

The GRDC’s Regional Cropping Solutions Network (RCSN) members 
have also been busy attending their summer round of meetings. 
Each group met and brought to the table for discussion a range of 
issues, and discussed the issues raised during the ‘Summer Sesh’ 
events which were trialled for the first time this year at Dongara and 
at Busselton, where 55 growers caught up with the GRDC.

During March and April, some of the high-ranking issues that have 
been raised through the Summer Sesh events, and from RCSN 
members, will be further developed for GRDC consideration.

Keep your eyes open for the new round of GRDC Open Forums which 
are being held in late June and July. There will be 10 of these events held this winter, and it’s your chance 
to provide input into where your levies are spent. In 2017 and 2018, a total of 29 Open Forums, attended by 
more than 800 people, were held in regional locations of Western Australia including Cunderdin, Wongan Hills, 
Dalwallinu, Cascade, Salmon Gums, Hopetoun, Hyden, Narembeen, Nungarin, Southern Cross, Bencubbin, 
Woodanilling, Boyup Brook, Mullewa, Three Springs, Geraldton, Cranbrook, Jerramungup, Kukerin, Goomalling, 
Brookton, Kondinin, Bruce Rock, Westonia, Eneabba, Morawa, Dunn Rock, Munglinup, and Condingup. This 
brings the total number of Open Forums held in WA to 46 since 2015, with GRDC seeing these as a positive 
way to talk with and catch up with growers throughout WA.

Also, check out the GRDC website for new publications relevant to WA growers, many of which have been 
instigated as a result of priorities raised by RCSN groups. These publications include ‘Locating and assessing 
on-farm lime sources’; ‘Seeding systems-case studies of growers in WA’; ‘Growing lupins with rode row spacing 
in the Northern Agricultural Zone’ and ‘Maximising crop potential in a drying environment’. One of the growers 
featured in the last-mentioned publication - Dylan Hirsch, of Latham - explains his use of deep sowing to 
achieve good crop establishment in a recently released GRDC podcast:

https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/all-publications?query=!allitems&personal=false&form=listing&collection=grdc-multi&profile=publications&smeta_error_not=found&sort=date&f.Region%7Csregion=West
https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/all-publications/publications/2019/locating-and-assessing-on-farm-lime-sources
https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/all-publications/publications/2019/locating-and-assessing-on-farm-lime-sources
https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/all-publications/publications/2019/seeding-systems-case-studies-of-growers-in-wa
https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/all-publications/publications/2019/growing-lupins-with-wide-row-spacing-in-the-northern-agricultural-zone
https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/all-publications/publications/2019/growing-lupins-with-wide-row-spacing-in-the-northern-agricultural-zone
https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/all-publications/publications/2019/maximising-crop-potential-in-a-drying-environment
http://www.grdc.com.au


 

 

You can contact me for news and information about the western region RCSNs - Julianne Hill: 0447 261 6077, 
email, or Twitter. 

Around the RCSN Port Zones

Albany port zone: Knowledge soaked up on interstate  
study tour
Albany port zone RCSN members travelled to Victoria and Tasmania during February to visit and talk with a 
number of people experiencing issues similar to those found within the Albany port zone. Members contributed 
funds to undertake the trip, which saw them visit sites including the properties of growers who have undertaken 
subsoil drainage (slotted pipes, mole drains, open drains and more); hyper yielding cereal trials; trials and 
grower properties where alternative crops (such as linseed, poppies, hemp, pyrethrum and more) are being 
grown; properties of growers using mapping to better manage inputs; a barley grower who was using his 
barley to produce, distil and sell gin; and a brewery.

While in Tasmania, the group held one of its twice-yearly meetings where subsurface drainage (for both 
waterlogging and salinity), lupin agronomy to lift productivity, and cleaning options for managing snail 
contamination ranked very highly and were further developed for GRDC consideration. A number of other 
issues were raised, all of which will be discussed by the GRDC.

Caption: Albany RCSN members at Andrew Whitlock’s property at Rokewood, Victoria, at the start of their recent 
study tour. Photo by Julianne Hill.

mailto:regionalcroppingsolutions%40gmail.com%3B%20subscribers%40grdc.com.au?subject=RE%3A%20GRDC%20RCSN%20Enquiry
https://twitter.com/Julianne_Hill
https://grdc.com.au/news-and-media/podcasts/podcast/crop-establishment-wa


 

 

Esperance port zone: Grain 
storage and autonomous 
machinery addressed
Since grain handling and storage is an issue often 
raised by Esperance port zone RCSN members, Brad 
Bryant from Independent Grain Handlers attended 
their meeting in late February to talk to them about the 
logistics, containerisation and management of different 
grain commodities.

This group met in Perth at a combined meeting with the Kwinana West port zone RCSN members. 

The last time this group met, autonomous machinery, early sowing and water management / drainage were 
issues which ranked highly on its radar. Through the RCSN initiative, and with coordination by the South 
East Premium Wheat Growers Association (SEPWA), Andrew Bate from SwarmFarm attended the SEPWA 
Harvest Review in February to provide an update on autonomous machinery and to discuss how close this 
was to being able to be used on farm - and in particular to talk about what growers needed to do to make 
their farm ‘autonomous ready’.

Caption: Andrew Bate, of SwarmFarm Robotics, addresses the SEPWA Harvest Review about autonomous 
machinery. Photo by Julianne Hill.

 

Geraldton port zone: Weed management 
hot topic
Geraldton port zone RCSN members recently met as a combined group 
with Kwinana East port zone RCSN members in Perth. Since weed 
management has ranked highly as an issue for this port zone for some 
time, the group visited Australian Herbicide Resistance Initiative (AHRI) 
laboratories and met with AHRI researchers Mechelle Owen and Roberto 
Busi.

Issues that were ranked highly by RCSN members during their meeting, 
and further developed for possible GRDC investment included: 

• The impact of cultivation and deep ripping on weed management, 
particularly as weed seeds are spread across the soil profile, making 
it difficult to manage weeds emerging from different depths and 
emerging/growing at different times 

• Managing blue lupin in lupin crops 
• High yielding packages for cereals after soil constraints have been 

addressed.

Many other issues have been raised and will be taken to GRDC for consideration.

Caption: AHRI researcher Roberto Busi spoke with RCSN members during their visit to AHRI’s 
laboratories. Photo by GRDC.

Kwinana East: Resistance 
testing and end uses in 
spotlight
Kwinana East port zone members have been keen 
to see how herbicide resistance tests are conducted 
and want more eastern grainbelt growers to undertake 
testing, so that they have a better idea of the 
resistance status on their properties.  



 

Teaming up with the Geraldton port zone, Kwinana East members recently visited AHRI to find out more about 
current herbicide resistance testing methodology. 

The members were also keen to visit an end-product site and chose to visit High Spirits Distillery after the AHRI 
tour. Of interest to these growers is the fact that this distillery is the only gin distillery in the world to use 100 per 
cent triticale for its gin and vodka. Some Kwinana East RCSN grower members produce triticale, so the visit was 
especially topical to them.

At their RCSN meeting, the members raised two main issues that they wanted to further develop:

• Identifying, measuring the quality of and using on-farm lime sources (further development of some past 
RCSN projects)

• Stubble management after a high stubble-load season.

More than 100 additional issues were raised via this RCSN, all of which are being considered by the GRDC.

Caption: Geraldton port zone RCSN member John Flannagan, left, along with Ty Henning and Alex Leake of the 
Kwinana East port zone RCSN, inspect a herbicide resistance test, conducted in a container containing agar with 
a calibrated concentration of herbicide. The test is part of a proof-of-concept study at AHRI, being conducted with 
GRDC investment, to develop a seed-based method for the simple and rapid detection of herbicide resistance. 
Photo by Julianne Hill. 

 

Kwinana West: Group zooms in on 
protein implications
Kwinana West port zone RCSN met as a combined group with 
the Esperance port zone RCSN members in late February. High 
priority issues raised at the previous meeting of the Kwinana 
West RCSN group in August 2018 included:

• Amelioration of heavy soils 
• Imidazoline tolerance and herbicide options 
• Nitrogen for protein management.

To help inform this group about the implications of protein levels 
in grain, Australian Export Grains Innovation Centre (AEGIC) 
chief executive officer Richard Simonaitis was invited to talk to 
the group about end uses for different grain products and the 
ability to develop different markets for grain such as low protein 
wheat. This was very useful to the RCSN members.

Mr Simonaitis also recently addressed the GRDC Grains Research Update, Perth, on the topic of ‘Technical 
support for the Indonesian wheat industry - our single biggest wheat customer’. Information about his talk is 
available in an AEGIC media release and in a GRDC podcast:

Caption: AEGIC chief executive officer Richard Simonaitis addressed the Kwinana West port zone RCSN group 
in February.

https://www.aegic.org.au/grdc-research-updates-keynote-supporting-indonesia-australias-largest-wheat-market/
https://grdc.com.au/news-and-media/podcasts/podcast/aegic-indonesian-market


Keep an eye out for...
 

For a list of all Western Events, click here.
For GrowNotes™ - your one-stop shop for trial results and best practice recommendations, click here.
For GrowNotes™ Alert click here. 
For GRDC publications for the Western Region click here.
To subscribe to the GRDC YouTube Channel, click here.
To subscribe to GRDC Podcasts, click here.

For more information about the RCSNs in the western region, contact  
Julianne Hill, RCSN western coordinator 
0447 261 607  
regionalcroppingsolutions@gmail.com 
www.rcsn.net.au 
@Julianne_Hill 
PO Box 89, Brunswick, WA 6224, Australia
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